






Garden at One Eisenberg Place
Mike Fleche, Neighbor and Garden Administrator 

Did you know that there’s a flower garden on a city lot 
right here in Swillburg? The garden at One Eisenberg 
Place fronts the east side of South Clinton between 
Henrietta Street and the 490 on-ramp. Springtime 
shows daffodils, hyacinths and iris, but the big show 
comes later.

Beginning in late June and continuing till mid-August, 
the garden is a riot of color. Daylily flowers of every 
size and hue (except blue) overflow the beds. 

The garden was the 
brainchild of the late Caryl 
Albro, a Swillburg resident 
who worked at SEAC 
at the time. Caryl was a 
wonderfully exuberant 
spirit who loved all green 
growing things—trees and 
herbs and vegetables and 
flowers. At her request the 
city plowed the site, and 
several raised beds were 
built. At first there were a 
few plots of vegetables, 
but when these proved difficult to maintain, grass and 
weeds were again in danger of taking over.

In July of 2003, Caryl asked if I would take over as 
administrator. At the time I was looking for a place to 
plant my daylily seedlings, so I jumped at the chance! 
Here was a way for the garden to benefit the whole 
community. Instead of producing vegetables for a few, 
it could provide of banquet of flowers that all could 
enjoy. The second photo (taken in 2007, facing east) 
shows how well that vision has been realized, though 
sadly Caryl did not live to see it.

The garden includes several registered varieties of 
hemerocallis (daylily), but most of the plants are 
hybridized and grown from seed by myself. It takes 
two to three years for the plant to grow from seed to 
flower, so the hybridizer must be patient. One goal is to 
produce a flower that is worthy to be named for Caryl. 
This year we may see the best flowers yet! 

Over the years, our seed-grown plants have been 
donated to many non-profit groups around the area. 
Recipients include churches like South Presbyterian, 
Calvary St. Andrews, the former Trinity Covenant (now 
Artisan Church), and St. Boniface, and neighborhood 
organizations such as Culver-University-East and 
SWPC, and the NET office (now the Neighborhood 
Service Center). Several businesses have also planted 
our daylilies, notably Women’s Coffee Connection and 

Boulder Coffee Company. 
Most recently, a new 
garden was planted at the 
entrance to the SEAC office 
at Averill Court, including 
daylilies and iris from the 
Eisenberg garden.

The garden is necessarily 
a work in progress—as 
mulch breaks down, raised 
beds collapse, and plants 
flow in and out. And 
there’s always weeding to 
do! Volunteers are always 
welcome. I’m usually at 

the garden on weekends between two and five, and 
other times as well. Bring gloves and a trowel if you 
have one, and come on out! Give a call to know when 
to expect you; my number is 785-9170.

And please come and enjoy the flowers. We just ask 
that out of respect for others, you do not pick them—
but leave them for all to enjoy!

Garden Wish List

• Hoses without leaks

• Cordless weed-whacker


